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The Closure of Alabama’s Gorgas Coal Plant
The management of Alabama Power Company recently announced that it will shut down their Gorgas coal-powered plants. They cite the exorbitant cost of meeting the environmental regulations according to the Environmental Protection Agency. According to the management, the company needs close to three hundred million dollars to comply with the new regulations (Ala, 2019). The company is unable to invest this money and have announced the closure of this plant by April, 15 this year (Ala, 2019). 
Gorgas coal-powered plant is among the companies that are shutting down due to the stringent environmental regulations. Coal-powered plants are one of the biggest causes of air pollution due to the heavy smoking emitted to the atmosphere. Air pollution has devastating effects including global warming and change in climate. The U.S. government thus has an obligation to ensure that they reduce carbon emissions in line with the United Nation's guidelines. Besides, the U.S federal government has a responsibility of ensuring her citizens are protected from environmental hazards occasioned by heavy carbon emissions. Currently, EPA limits carbons emissions to 1400 pounds for every megawatt hour of electricity (DiChristopher, 2018). 
The planned closure of the Gorgas plant has put the lives of 180 employees in danger as they stand to lose their jobs (Ala, 2019). However, they are no reported protest perhaps due to the fact that everyone is aware of the dangers presented by uncontrolled carbon release. Moreover, the plants cite the stringent regulation by the federal government through EPA on emission limits. In essence, the closure of the plant is a result of a collective push by the U.S. citizens to reduce air pollution within their borders. The continuous push for reforms shows President Obama introduces new regulations that limited the 1400 pounds per megawatt hour. 
In conclusion, the closure of Gorgas plant and other coal plants across the country is part of the measures to reduce air pollution. The nationwide push by environmentalists for the Obama administration to act on pollution resulted in EPA setting limits for carbon emission. Most companies including Gorgas are thus forced to close shops due to inability to meet these new measures.
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